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The Disit to Queensland 

of the 

French Mission to Australia 




It was a happy thought, of the French Government to send 
a Mission to Australia, and the high sense of the important 
work of that Mission was clearly shown in the character 
of its members. Foremost among them was General Pau, 
a soldier of 1870 and again of 1914, still alert and active, 
and with much of the fire of youth at three score years and 
ten. He was twenty-two years of age, playing a hero's 
part, when in the dark days of 1870 he lost his right hand 
at the battle of Woerth; and forty-four years after that 
terrible year, he found himself once more fighting for 
France, and was conspicuous among those who saved Paris 
and its treasures from capture by the enemy. Many 
decorations are on that gallant breast, including the Grand 
Cross of the Legion of Honour, surely never more 
deservedly bestowed. 

M. A. Siegfried, the General Secretary of the Mission, 
is a writer and professor in the School of Political Science, 
Paris. He is the author of " Democracy in New Zealand," 
and has also written of Canada and of the political parties 
in France. His keen interest in Australian history is shown 
in his book, " Edward Gibbon Wakefield," on colonisation 
in South Australia. He was for three years interpreter 
with the British Army, and won the British Military Medal. 



Commandant Felix d 1 Andre, who is adjutant and 
A.D.C. to General Pau, is a distinguished soldier, a world 
traveller, and a writer on military tactics. In 1900 he was 
a member of the French military mission to Peru, and 
remained there, first as sub-director, and later as director- 
in-chief of all military instruction in that country. His career 
there was brilliant, and to his work Peru owed her 
preparedness at the time of her difficulties with Bolivia. 
In the present war he played a very prominent part in the 
Battle of the Marne, for which he received the Cross of 
the Legion of Honour. He was captured after making an 
heroic defence at Ailly Wood for four days, and was 
confined in a German military prison for two years, being 
eventually released in an exchange of prisoners. 

M. Henri Corbiere, who represents agriculture in the 
Mission, is a leading horse and cattle breeder in Normandy, 
and an agricultural engineer. Although not liable to military 
service, being nearly fifty years of age, he enlisted at the 
beginning of the war, and did hard service as an artillery 
captain, first on the French front, and later in the Balkans. 
He was awarded the Grand Cross of the Legion of Honour. 

M. M. Mathieu is a silk manufacturer, of Lyons, and 
naturally most interested in commercial subjects. Like 
M. Siegfried, he speaks English fluently. Lie is only thirty- 
one years of age, and like most Frenchmen he has played 
a valiant part in the war. 

M. le Clerco-Motte is a wool spinner and manu- 
facturer at Roubaix. He has not seen his home for four 
years ; and when the Germans invaded France, his wife was 
held prisoner for four months. He has acted as interpreter 
with the British Army, and holds the D.C.M. and the Croix 
de Guerre. 
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M. Georges Bader, another member of the Mission, 
spent thirteen of his forty years in Australia and was for 
some time at the French Bank in Melbourne, being after- 
wards ten years in Sydney with the firm of Wenz and 
Company. He left Australia to establish French agencies 
in order to encourage trade between Australia and France, 
and was about to return to Australia when war began. He 
was with the French Army as a soldier until he left on 
this Mission. When the late M. Metin formed the French 
Mission to Australia, M. Bader was included as one who 
had a wide knowledge of the Commonwealth. 

Mr. Meadows Smith is a British Consul who was 
placed at the service of the Mission by the British Govern- 
ment at the request of the French and Australian Govern- 
ments. He was for several years Secretary of the British 
Chamber of Commerce in Paris, and ranks as a high 
authority on all subjects connected with the development of 
Franco-British commercial relations. 

On the 2 ist September, 19 18, after a motor drive along 
the Tweed River, the French visitors saw a sign with the 
words " Queensland vous salue," and they knew they had 
crossed the border from New South Wales into the great 
Northern State which stretches away north for 1,600 miles 
and west for 900 miles and contains the area of three French 
Republics with 49,500 square miles to spare. The Queens- 
land Minister of Agriculture (Hon. W. Lennon) had 
accompanied the Mission from Sydney, and was with it 
through almost its entire journey in Queensland. 

At the picturesque Tweed Heads, by the grim basaltic. 
" Point Danger" of Captain Cook, the visitors received an 
enthusiastic welcome, the Governor of Queensland being 



represented by Captain Cousens, A.D.C. ; the Ministry by 
the Treasurer (Hon. E. G. Theodore) ; the Parliament by 
the Speaker (Hon. W. McCormack) ; and the citizens of the 
Queensland border-town, Coolangatta, by the Mayor (Mr. 
H. Hattersley). From Coolangatta the visitors went by 
special train to Brisbane. 

An informal reception had been arranged by the Mayor 
of South Brisbane (Alderman P. Forrest) and members of 
the South Brisbane City Council, all of whom were present, 
with Alderman J. McMaster (Mayor of Brisbane) and 
members of the Brisbane City Council, members of the Con- 
sular bodies, including Major Carter (Consular Agent for 
France), Hon. A. H. Whittingham, M.L.C. (Consul for 
Italy), Captain Swensen (Consul for Norway), and a 
number of French citizens, including Messieurs Giraud, 
Belloc, Tardent, Galland, and Hennequin. Mr. W. 
McGregor represented the Caledonian Society in the absence 
of the President (Sir Robert Philp, K.C.M.G.). The 
members of the Caledonian Pipe Band gave the distinguished 
visitors a resounding welcome, to the stirring strains of 
" A Man's a Man for a' That." 

As General Pau stepped from the train, Mademoiselle 
G. Hennequin handed him a beautiful bouquet of roses, 
and said : " General, — Allow me, on behalf of the French 
ladies of Queensland, to present to you, in your capacity 
as head of the French Mission these ' Roses of France/ 
We beg of you, when you return to our dear motherland, 
.to tell the French women of all our admiration for their 
<levotion and self-sacrifice, and for the proof they have 
-given that they are true patriots, during these cruel years 
of war. Long Live France ! Long Live Australia V 9 



(Cheers.) Two little daughters of M. Galland, of South 
Brisbane, presented the famous soldier with another bunch 
of roses. 

Alderman Forrest, Mayor of South Brisbane, then 
extended to the party a hearty welcome to the city. He 
hoped their stay would be happy, and that the effect of 
the visit would be to further cement the friendship between 
our country and France. (Cheers.) 

General Pau replied : "I am deeply touched and the 
members of the French Mission are deeply touched at your 
kindness. We already knew that the citizens of Brisbane 
and South Brisbane were friends of the French people. 
We learned that from your boys who are in France, who 
told us that when we came to Queensland we would get a 
warm greeting. (Cheers.) You may be proud of your 
sons who are representing you in France. (Cheers.) They 
have proved themselves good soldiers, worthy of their place 
with the Allied brotherhood in the victory that will soon 
come. (Continued applause.) They have shown themselves 
good men, too, in the way they have helped the unfortunate 
people of Northern France, whose homes, and trees, and 
lands, have been destroyed by the Germans. I give to you 
the thanks of the French people for what they have done. 
(Cheers.) We bring you from your sons their best 
remembrances, and when we go back to France we will 
take them a word of your kindness. Our soldiers have 
been fighting together for the victory that is coming. We 
are here to work, and to prepare for the time that is to 
follow that victory. (Cheers.) We are here to see that 
the alliance which has been cemented by the blood of our 



soldiers on the battlefields shall be continued and ever- 
lasting, and that our victory shall become a blessing to 
humanity — that it shall stand out as the triumph of 
civilisation, justice, and liberty." (Continued cheers.) 

Outside the station was a dense crowd of people, and 
in it were some hundreds of returned soldiers who had 
gathered to do honour to the distinguished visitors. Colonel 
Ferguson was in charge, and other officers present included 
Colonel Pye, Major Fry, MX. A., Captain Horn, Lieutenant 
Hanlon, and Corporal Sizer, M.L.A. The band of the 
Australian Imperial Forces never before did put so much 
spirit into " The Marseillaise" as it did on this occasion. 

Ex-Corporal G. de Tournouer, addressing General 
Pau, said: "My comrades from the battlefields of France, 
Gallipoli, and Asia have asked me to welcome you and the 
representatives of their French comrades in arms to Queens- 
land. Let me express to you, in their name, and in the 
name of the volunteers of Australia who are still at the 
Front, their gratitude to your people for their welcome and 
sympathetic treatment of Australians in your invaded 
territories." 

General Pau said: "I thank you and your comrades 
for your welcome. You say you desire to thank the French 
people for their kindness to your comrades. The thanks 
are due to the Australian troops for their heroism, and for 
all their kindness to the people of the invaded territories. 
On behalf of those people, I thank you. France owes a debt 
of gratitude to the men of Australia for their gallantry, 
their chivalry, and their brotherly qualities." 

Queensland officially extended the warmest greetings 
and welcome to France, and expressed her sense of rich 



appreciation of what that nation has done for civilisation, 
at a State banquet to the French Mission in Parliament 
House on Saturday evening, 21st September, 1918. The 
Hon. T. J. Ryan (Premier) presided, His Excellency the 
Governor (Sir Hamilton Goold- Adams) being on his right, 
and the Leader of the Mission (General Pau) on his left. 

The first toast honoured was that of His Majesty the 
King and the President of the French Republic, the gathering 
joining in singing the " National Anthem" and " The 
Marseillaise." 

The Treasurer, in proposing the toast of His Excel- 
lency the Governor, remarked that Queensland had been 
happy in her choice of Governors. (Hear, hear!) For 
many years past they had been chosen with great discretion 
by the Imperial Authorities, and were men of great personal 
qualities and high integrity — men who had tactfully made 
any position they had to face as easy as possible for all 
parties. Mr. Theodore hoped their visitors would find 
Australia all that Australians claimed it to be, and that they 
would see evidence of a virile and vigorous growth. 
(Applause.) 

His Excellency, in replying, thanked the Premier for 
this early chance of joining in the welcome to those 
distinguished members of the French nation who had come 
as visitors and guests. (Applause.) He desired to express 
deep regret at the death of the head of the Mission 
(M. Metin). This greeting from France, through the 
Mission, was appreciated by those who represented Queens- 
land, and by all parts of the British Empire. (Hear, hear!) 
The millions of people who represented the British 
Dominions valued the expression of appreciation of the 



French people for the aid given by the Dominions and the 
British Empire in the present tremendous and heroic 
struggle for " fraternity, equality, and liberty." (Cheers.) 
He understood the secondary object of the Mission was to 
ascertain by direct proof what prospects there were of 
drawing closer than ever the bonds which had already been 
established by the commingling of the blood of the sons of 
Australia and the sons of France on the battlefields of 
Western Europe. (Loud cheers.) The visit of the Mission 
at the present time was most opportune. Had they come 
three or four months ago, they would have found Australia 
unhappy over the position on the Western Front. But 
Australia realised that the tide had turned, and that it was 
due to the genius of one of the visitors' own countrymen — 
Marshal Foch. (Loud and continued applause.) He hoped 
the stay of the visitors in Queensland would be pleasant. 
He would suggest that, if on their return they recommended 
improved communication between France and Australia, 
they should stipulate that Queensland be the first place of 
call. (Loud applause.) 

The Premier, in proposing the health of " Our 
Distinguished Guests," said that his colleague, the Treasurer, 
had the privilege of welcoming them at the border and 
accompanying them to Brisbane, and it was now his 
privilege, in the presence of that distinguished gathering, to 
extend the welcome in a more formal way. (Applause.) 
This was a visit which, in his opinion, would live long in 
the history of this State, and might have some small place 
in the history of the glorious country to which their guests 
belong. He felt that Queensland had been very greatly 
honoured and paid a high compliment by such a Mission 
being sent here, and more particularly did they appreciate 



it because it was largely to emphasise the recognition on the 
part of the French Government of the services which have 
been rendered by Queensland's troops to France in the 
great fight they had made, and were still making, for justice 
and liberty during the last four years and more. (Loud 
applause.) It was not only the cause of France that was 
at stake, but the cause of all countries that believed that 
government existed by the consent of, and for the benefit 
of, the people. (Applause.) When the history of this 
great war came to be written, he felt that the history of 
France in it would be the most magnificent of all. (Loud 
applause.) The fate of all countries depended upon the 
final issue, but still it was on the battlefields of France that 
the final struggle was being fought out between freedom 
and militarism— another word for Prussianism. (Applause.) 
During four years the north-eastern frontier of France had 
been a human shambles, and France had been on the anvil 
all the time. She first of all strove for peace, and he 
marvelled how she restrained herself as she did. But 
having found it necessary to go to war she drew the sword 
and threw away the scabbard. (Loud applause.) Only 
one who had visited France could really realise the true 
position there, and understand France's trials and sufferings 
and her grand determination to fight till she had won. 
(Loud applause.) When they reached an honourable and 
lasting peace it would bring no greater joy than to the 
members of the distinguished Mission now visiting Australia, 
and more particularly to the heart of the great military 
leader who sat on his left — General Pau. (Loud and 
prolonged applause.) He had only one regret, and that was 
that the stay of their distinguished visitors w r as to be so 
short, and that they would not have the opportunity of 
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travelling over the State, for he believed much good would 
result from their visit here. He hoped the delegation on 
returning to France would convey a message of gratitude 
from Queensland to the French people for the magnificent 
stand they had made for democracy and liberty. (Applause.) 
They hoped France would recover as rapidly as she did 
after 1870; that her desolated fields would become again 
golden with harvests ; that her desecrated shrines would be 
restored ; that her industrious people would enrich the 
world with their industry, science, and art, and continue 
to play the great part they had always played in making 
the world freer, nobler, and better. (Loud applause.) 

Mr. Macartney, who was received with applause, said 
he had to thank the Premier for asking him to say a few 
words, but he recognised it was a compliment paid to a 
political opponent, and that after all it was only following 
the example of France, the Government of which, in August, 
1914, dropped politics, and took on the interests of the 
country alone. (Applause.) He did not know that he 
would be justified in saying much, as they were all anxious 
to hear their distinguished visitors. But he would say that, 
if the French Mission had come to Australia to acknowledge 
what Australia had done to aid their country, Australia also 
wished to thank them for what they had done in the way of 
kindness and comforts for her sons who had served the 
British Army in France. (Loud applause.) 

The toast of " The Mission" was most enthusiastically 
honoured. 

When General Pau rose to respond there was a scene 
of great enthusiasm, the whole company standing and 
cheering and waving handkerchiefs for some time. The 
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distinguished General spoke with strong clear voice, despite 
his years, and with eloquent glowing fervour. He said he 
desired to propose the health of the Premier, and also drink 
prosperity to the State of Queensland. (Cheers.) It was 
a duty which would he extremely easy, because ere they 
had reached Queensland they had received kind attention 
from a representative of its Government (Hon. W. Lennon). 
He also desired to express appreciation of the atmosphere 
of cordiality and sympathy with which they had been 
surrounded on coming into Queensland. Especially touching 
had been the homage paid to France by the Premier. 

" It is inexpressibly sweet to us," General Pau 
continued, " to know that you recognise the part that France 
has played, not only for her own interests, but in the 
interests of all the nations of the world. (Cheers.) France 
was emphatically pacific. She did not look for war; she 
did all she could to avoid it, and only when France was 
menaced in her honour, when she saw that she would have 
to abandon her Allies, and that she would have to leave 
the small nations, that she showed respect for ■ scraps of 
paper' and did honour to her signature, and drew the sword. 
And when France took that determination she knew that 
the task would be heavy, because the Allies and she did not 
wish for war, and she was not sufficiently prepared. Not 
all France knew that, but there were men in France who 
knew, and France did her duty, although she knew she 
had in front of her millions of Germans who were not men, 
but barbarians. And France took the course she did, not 
only in consequence of the traditions of her past, but because, 
of a sense of duty. And he, as one of those who felt that 
sense of duty, declared that France was determined to fight 
to the last for her honour. (Cheers.) France believed not 



only in herself, but in the justice of her cause, which was 
the cause of liberty, the independence and the right of all, 
and she believed that the nations who thought as she did 
would march with her. (Cheers.) First of all, there was 
their great Mother Country, Great Britain — (cheers) — and 
then the great Dominions, and this grand Australia, who 
sent her sons to battle by the side of the sons of France in 
the one sacred cause. (Cheers.) 

" Thus, together, they had faced the barbarians, and 
victory would soon crown their efforts. For victory, he 
would tell them, was sure. (Cheers.) By that he did not 
mean we were to relax our efforts ; but he said the time 
would come when the Germans would turn their backs, when 
they would evacuate the provinces of France and Belgium, 
which they had taken, and they would be compelled to fight 
a rearguard action to the Rhine. (Cheers.) The military 
forces of the Allies were in good hands, under Marshal 
Foch. (Cheers.) He knew him well — he was one of his 
friends ; and he said emphatically that the command could 
not be in better hands. But the satisfactory condition at 
which they rejoiced was not due to one man. It was due to 
the fact that the Allies had at last realised the necessity for 
unity of command. (Cheers.) Fie desired to render 
homage to those Allied generals and also to the Allied 
countries which admitted the principle of a unity of 
command. (Hear, hear!) It did not matter whether the 
general in command was a Frenchman or a general of any 
other Allied country, so long as the principle of unity was 
given effect. 

" It is not sufficient that victory should be certain," 
continued the veteran ; " it must also be prompt and 
complete. (Cheers.) It must be prompt, because already 
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too much blood and too many tears have been shed. It 
must be prompt, because it is time the world were free of 
agony which destroyed its material interests as well as those 
higher and more elevated sentiments which belonged and 
did honour to humanity. (Cheers.) It must be complete, 
because we must be in a position to dictate our conditions 
thoroughly. It must be complete, because we know our 
adversaries do not know what it is to respect treaties or to 
honour their signatures ; and if our victory be not complete, 
they will deny their signature as they did yesterday. 
(Applause.) And let us not delude ourselves; the enemy 
will only bow before force when we have put our foot upon 
his neck. 

" The situation now is exceedingly good, and we must 
profit by it. We must not give the Germans time to take 
breath. We must take advantage of the present situation, 
and make it impossible for them to rise. I am sure you 
understand the situation, and I am sure you will continue 
to give us that aid which you have hitherto so generously 
given. The United States now has entered into the fight, 
throwing in her energies — not only her men and her material 
forces, but the moral force of that great nation. (Cheers.) 
It has been asked if the intervention of President Wilson 
at the beginning of the war would have been desirable. 
For his own part he was glad that the great man who 
governs the United States took the course he did, because in 
pressing the Germans with questions he has been able to 
show the whole world that Germany was in the wrong, and 
made every right-thinking man and every right-thinking 
nation feel that they must be on the side of the Allies. 
(Cheers.) 
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" The Mission had come to Australia," said General 
Pau, " to express the gratitude of the President of the 
French Republic, of the Government of that Republic, of 
its two Chambers, and of the French nation as a whole, 
and of its Army, for the aid Australia had given in the 
splendid conduct of its sons, who had shown themselves 
not only brave but compassionate by the help they had 
given to the sorely-tried population of the invaded regions 
of France, and to whom they had indeed shown themselves 
helpful, tender, and true. (Cheers.) The Mission had 
come also to tell them that victory was certain, and that 
France was determined to march to the bitter end, for the 
cause in which she and they alike were engaged. (Cheers.) 
The Mission had come also to express the hope that 
Australia would continue her aid. He was sure that aid 
would be continued, because it was so necessary to maintain 
the effort so nobly begun, the reward of which would be 
victory. (Cheers.) 

" The Mission had also come to consult with Australians 
on the best means of solving those problems which had 
been caused by the war — problems of the deepest interest 
in political, economical, industrial, and social spheres. They 
had come also to learn from a great young nation who had 
solved problems which the old world at present hardly 
dared to face. (Hear, hear!) They had come also to study 
interests which they might possess in common after the 
war, when the German would have been driven from the 
markets he had attempted to monopolise. (Applause.) 
And, lastly, the Mission had come with a desire to come in 
contact with Australians of every class and of every shade 
of opinion, and he was grateful to acknowledge the way in 
which that desire was being met. From Plis Excellency's 



remarks he judged that Australia had solved the problem 
of Federated States, and he was sure Australia would solve 
many other problems, in view of its marvellous resources 
in men, of whom he had seen such magnificent specimens in 
France. (Cheers.) His only regret was that their time in 
Queensland was so short. As for himself, he was old; but 
he felt sure that some of his younger colleagues would 
return to Queensland to complete their studies, and to draw 
more closely the bonds which should unite, their country 
and his own." (Cheers.) 

The toast of " The Premier" was drunk with 
enthusiasm, the veteran soldier leading with a British " bip- 
hip-hurrah." The " National Anthem" and " Marseillaise" 
followed. 

On 22nd September the visitors motored to the summit 
of Mount Coot-tha, and were charmed with the commanding 
view over the whole of Brisbane and the valley of the river, 
the Peak Mountain, Mount Flinders in the distance, and far 
beyond on the sky line the blue Dividing Range and the 
rock crest of Mount Lindesay and the cone crest of Mount 
Barney. 

Thence they motored to Cleveland, inspecting by the 
way the Birkdale Railway Patriotic Farm, the co-operative 
principle of which appealed to the visitors. The qualities 
of the soil and the fruits were equally admired. 

Thence on to Cleveland, where the party had lunch at 
the Pier Hotel; and from there to Redland Bay through 
that fertile area of red basalt, exactly such as they were to 
see on the Downs and at Bundaberg, and as one of the 
visitors remembered seeing at Honolulu. They saw fine 
specimens of pines and custard apples and oranges, and were 



much interested in all they saw and heard. They returned 
via Wellington Point, passing Ormiston, site of the first 
Queensland Sugar Plantation, started there in 1863 ; and 
called at the Diamantina Hospital to see one of the General's 
compatriots, the meeting scene being quite pathetic. 

On Monday, 23rd September, the visitors arrived at 
Bundaberg, 217 miles north, by rail, from Brisbane, where 
they were received by a guard of returned soldiers under 
Lieutenant Mather, and welcomed by the Mayor at a civic 
reception in the Town Hall, the party including the 
Hon. Wm. Lennon (Minister for Agriculture), Hon. Angus 
Gibson, M.L.C., and Air. T. G. Armfield, M.L.A. Highly 
complimentary speeches were made on both sides, and the 
reception of the visitors must have left a pleasant memory 
of Bundaberg hospitality. 

The party visited the great Millaquin Sugar Refinery 
at the east end of Bundaberg, and were guided by Mr. J. 
Johnston (the General Manager), Messrs. H. and E. Young, 
and Dr. A. J. Gibson. The mill has a staff of 300 employees, 
and at the time was in full work; so the visitors had an 
interesting experience, this being the first sugar-mill they 
had seen in Queensland. 

From Millaquin they motored through the red basalt 
canefields of the Woongarra Scrub to the summit of the 
volcanic cone which overlooks the ocean and a commanding- 
view north and south. 

The General and Commandant d' Andre, being tired, 
did not motor to Bingera, where the others were surprised 
to find a settlement of 400 people and a magnificent 
plantation covered by cane, a scientific system of irrigation, 
and one of the most complete mills in Queensland. Thev 
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MISSION INSPECTING BINGERA SUGAR PLANTATION (BUNDABERG) . 



were more than surprised to learn that many cutters 
averaged from £5 to £7 7s. weekly during the season. 
After a very generous reception by Mr. and Mrs. A. L. 
Gibson and Mr. W. G. and Dr. A. J. Gibson, the party 
left for Fairymead Plantation, near Bundaberg, the Young 
Brothers' property, where Dr. Siegfried addressed about 
sixty school children and a crowd of employees who had 
forty-six compatriots fighting in France. The party left 
Bundaberg by mail train at night, and received sincere 
demonstrations of welcome when passing Howard and 
Maryborough. 

Returning to Brisbane on the 24th, the visitors inspected 
the great wool stores of John Bridge and Co. and Dalgety 
and Co., with their very fine up-to-date plants, and 
electrically-fitted appliances and perfect natural lighting of 
the immense show rooms, and vast quantities of wool valued 
at a million and a quarter, all specially interesting to 
Mons. le Clercq-Motte, who is a member of one of the 
largest woollen manufacture firms in France. They went 
from there to the vast works of the Australian Meat Export 
Company, where they were much impressed by the magni- 
tude of the operations, the scrupulous cleanliness, and the 
perfect methods. And these works are but one of the 
fifteen meat-preserving establishments in Queensland, a 
State with over five millions of cattle and seventeen millions 
of sheep. 

Subsequently the visitors received an enthusiastic civic 
welcome in the Albert Hall, Brisbane, where the Mayor 
presided over a large gathering of prominent citizens; and 
there were complimentary speeches of such a nature as must 
have satisfied our French guests that they were among 
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friends of whose sincerity there could be no question 
whatever. The General, in responding, was cheered with 
unusual fervour; and Dr. Siegfried's speech was earnestly 
applauded. 

The singing of " God Save the King" and " The 
Marseillaise" ended a very successful entertainment. The 
visitors were cheered by a great crowd in the street when 
arriving and departing. 

Later in the day came an official call on His Excellency 
the Governor, who entertained the party and a number of 
prominent citizens at a garden party in Government House 
Grounds. 

The dinner at the Chamber of Commerce in the evening- 
was also a distinct success, there being an unusually large 
and representative gathering of commercial men. The 
President (Mr. J. P. Wilson) delivered a very effective 
speech in proposing the toast of the French Mission, and 
expressed the belief that extra heavy duties would not 
prevent the dumping of German and Austrian goods on the 
Australian market, as heavy German subsidies would 
neutralise them, so that only total prohibition would be 
effective. This would give time for preferential trade 
within the Empire and with the Allies. 

Dr. Siegfried, in reply, said he had not only the duty 
of thanking Australia for the magnificent work her sons had 
done in France, but to express a hope that the friendship 
thus created would last for ever — a sentiment loudly 
applauded. In 191 2 France had bought eight millions in 
value from Australia, or about 10 per cent, of our exports, 
or 1 per cent, more than Germany. 



On the 25th the party motored to Ipswich, where they 
were received outside the Town Hall by a guard of returned 
soldiers, the band playing the " National Anthem" and " The 
Marseillaise." There was a large gathering of citizens at 
the civic reception, and the visitors had a very cordial 
welcome in the old city which was for many years referred 
to as the " Modern Athens." The party motored to the 
top of Denmark Hill, and enjoyed the fine view over a vast 
expanse of country. 

The motor trip up the valley of the Brisbane River, 
via Pine Mountain and Fernvale, was delightful to the 
visitors, who were charmed by the kaleidoscopic change in 
the scenery and by the salubrity of the atmosphere. The 
ringbarked areas looked to the General like shell-shattered 
forests in France. It was the only dreary patch of scenery 
on the route. 

Nowhere was the hospitality more gracious or generous 
than at Bellevue, for the hostess was Mrs. Lumley Hill. 
Very pleasant to the visitors was the greeting they received, 
and they all viewed with much interest the household 
treasures, which include two Melbourne Cups, won by 
Donald Wallace's famous racehorses Mentor and Carbine, 
and a Caulfield Gold Cup. 

General PAu, in response to the toast of " The French 
Mission," said they would take back to their wives and 
families a grateful account of the very charming ladies 
they had been privileged to meet at Bellevue. 

They were keenly interested when inspecting the 
splendid Hereford prize cattle, especially M. le Clercq-Motte 
and M. Corbiere, who are expert judges. They were all 



delighted with the tame wallabies and native bears — the 
first they had seen. A motor drive round a bend in the 
river, then back to afternoon tea, and partings with many 
sincere regrets over being unable to accept an invitation 
to remain until the morrow, closed an eventful day. The 
Bellevue visit was one of their most charming experiences 
so far in Australia. The General suggested the name over 
the portal be changed from Bellevue (a " fine view") to 
Bienvenu (" welcome") . 

On the return to Brisbane the evening was spent m a 
Parliamentary trip down the river in the " Luanda" — a trip 
which the visitors described as a never-to-be-forgotten 
delightful experience, very pleasant to all concerned, and 
very keenly appreciated, as shown on another page in the 
speech of Mr. Meadows Smith to the Premier and Mrs. 
Ryan, at Toowoomba. 

On the 26th the party left by mail train in the morning 
for Gatton College, accompanied by the Hon. Wm. Lennon 
and two members of Parliament. After inspecting the 
College stud and appointments, the guests were entertained 
by Mrs. Potts, wife of the Principal, at a luncheon in the 
College dining-hall; and the General received an ovation 
on rising to respond to the toast of his health, gracefully 
proposed by Mr. Cuthbert Potts, Principal of the College. 
He said the Mission had come to study the conditions 
under which Australians worked, produced, and thrived. 
The war had shown that manufacturing production could 
not last unless based on pastoral and agricultural production. 
Australia is a country of extraordinary wealth and Aus- 
tralians know how to develop it. He paid a fine compliment 
to the students who had gone from the College to the front. 
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He assured them that " the graves of Australia's heroes on 
the soil of France would be kept by the French people with 
an everlasting love and devotion." 

The party left by the afternoon train for Toowoomba, 
where they had a splendid reception. 

At Toowoomba the visitors were delighted with the 
scenery, the genial cool climate, which necessitated overcoats, 
the wealth of vegetation, the fertility of the soil, the fresh 
complexions of men and women, and the splendid reception 
by the people. The streets were lined by hundreds of 
children waving flags as the Municipal Band played the 
party along .Ruthven street to the Town Hall, where the 
" Marseillaise" was sung, and so well sung that the General 
said he had never heard it sung better. Alderman A. Mayes 
presided at the civic reception in the absence of the Mayor 
(Dr. Price), and spoke of the kindly feeling to France to 
which the world owed so much — the France which stood for 
" Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity," and would fight on to 
a glorious victory. 

Mr. R. Sinclair, President of the Chamber of 
Commerce, hoped that when peace with honour arrived 
Alsace and Lorraine would once more be a part of France. 

General Pau, in reply, said he came to tell the people of 
Australia that he had seen their sons in battle, and that 
they had written their names in letters of glory that would 
live as long as war-worn Europe. 

There were two affecting incidents. Mrs. Wonderley, 
of an old and esteemed Toowoomba family, was invited on 
the platform, where Colonel Horn presented her with the 
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military medal won by her son who had been killed in battle. 
The General spoke to her in words of great tenderness and 
sympathy, and was equally sympathetic with Mrs. Fisher, 
whom he invited to come to him when he saw her weeping 
in the audience — a true Australian wife and sister who had 
lost a husband and brother at the Front. 

The Toowoomba tour included a drive to Picnic Point,, 
whence they looked down the valley of the Lockyer with 
its farms and orchards, Mount Flinders far off in the blue 
distance, and the towering peaks of Mounts Mitchell and 
Cordeaux guarding Cunningham's Gap. From the Point 
they saw the old home and the monument of Essex Evans, 
Queensland's patriotic poet. 

The party visited the factory of the Downs Co-operative 
Dairy Company, and in the afternoon went to Jondaryan 
Station. The General was cheered on entering the woolshed, 
where 43,000 of the station sheep and 30,000 from neigh- 
bouring runs were being shorn and the wool classed, sorted, 
and pressed, the party being very much interested, especially 
the wool experts. The present woolshed dates back to 1862 ; 
and some of the veranda ironbark posts of the homestead 
still have the bark attached after sixty years. The visitors 
were hospitably entertained by Mr. and Mrs. Kent and 
Miss Williams. 

Accompanied by the Hon. J. M. Hunter (Vice-President 
of the Executive Council), the party left for Roma by the 
evening mail train on Friday, the 27th — all except the 
General, Commandant d' Andre, and Mr. Meadows Smith, 
who remained in Toowoomba. 
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At Dalby a large crowd met the train, and gave them a 
very generous reception. The Mayor (Alderman Hogan) 
and Mr. V. Drury (President of the Chamber of Commerce) 
were the civic representatives. 

On arrival at Roma on the following morning, the 
visitors were introduced to the leading citizens by the Hon. 
J, M. Hunter, and, preceded by a band playing the 
" Marseillaise," were escorted to the Town Hall, where the 
Mayor (Mr. Miscamble) gave them a cordial welcome to 
" The Queen City of the West." 

Dr. Siegfried, on rising to respond, was presented with 
a beautiful bouquet of lilies by little Miss Joan Care. He 
said the Australian soldiers in France would learn to know 
the French, and on returning would be able to tell them 
that France is a country which could be loved and respected. 
He thought the two countries would be brought into closer 
relationship by means of this Mission. 

The visitors were then driven to the old historic station 
of Mount Abundance, where, on 4th April, 1848, Leichhardt, 
the immortal explorer, wrote the last letter of his which has 
been preserved. At the station homestead the Mission 
received a hearty welcome from the Manager and his wife 
(Mr. and Mrs. Linton). The fine bottle trees adorning the 
entrance to the homestead were much admired. At the 
woolshed, shearing operations were in full swing, and all 
the members of the Mission, particularly M. le Clercq-Motte 
and M. Corbiere, were greatly interested in the whole process 
of shearing, classing, sorting, pressing, and baling. This 
year fifteen men shore 54,000 sheep, all merinoes. Dr. 
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Siegfried and his colleagues were very gratified for the 
facilities afforded by Mr. Linton for the inspection of the 
shearing shed. 

A short run across the station property and on to the 
northern side of the railway line brought the visitors to the 
residence of Mr. John G. Brumpton, one of the most 
successful exponents of mixed farming (wool and sheep) 
in the Roma district. 

The party next inspected a promising-looking wheat 
crop which was being cut for hay. Mr. Brumpton's agri- 
cultural machinery, a large dam in course of construction, 
and a two-man shearing plant, which was putting through 
700 sheep, added interest to the visit. At the conclusion of 
the inspection, M. Corbiere thanked Mr. Brumpton for his 
hospitality, and wished him continued prosperity in his 
venture. 

After luncheon, the Mission, piloted by the Hon. J. M. 
Hunter, set out for the Roma State Farm, where they were 
met by Mr. R. E. Soutter (Manager) and Mr. H. C. 
Quodling (Director of Agriculture). The experimental 
wheat plots, which are under the close personal attention 
of the Manager, provided an interesting ocular demonstra- 
tion of the virtues of dry farming and of the systematic 
development, by hybridisation, of wheat to suit the locality. 
They also saw an attractive exhibit covering a very wide 
range of agricultural products grown on the farm. 

Subsequently, Mrs. Soutter provided the party with 
afternoon tea, which was thoroughly enjoyed, and Mr. 
Soutter, in welcoming the Mission, stated that France would 
ever retain a lasting memory in the hearts of Australians. 



Hon. J. M. Hunter, in supporting the welcome, said 
he was sure the members of the Mission would carry away 
with them lasting recollection of their visit to the Roma 
State Farm. He knew of no farm in Queensland, or, for 
that matter, Australia, where finer work was being done. 
He hoped some clay to hear of Mr. Soutter being afforded 
the opportunity of a world tour in order that he might 
collaborate with some of the great scientists of the world in 
further research. 

Dr. Siegfried thanked the host and hostess for their 
charming reception, and wished to state how interested they 
were in all they had seen that day. M. Corbiere, the 
Agricultural member of the Mission, had just told him that 
his visit to the Roma State Farm was one of his most 
interesting experiences in Australia. 

The party then motored out along the Northern road 
to Mr. J. H. Smith's fine orchard of 4,000 acres, mostly navel 
oranges and mandarins, giving an annual average crop of 
about 5,000 bushels. 

Dr. Siegfried, in thanking Mr. Smith, complimented 
him 011 the general appearance of his orchard. The sight 
of the orange trees, the perfume from the blossoms, and 
the general surroundings reminded them most vividly of 
their own sunny South of France. 

The day's daylight programme concluded with a visit 
to the Roma Villa Vineyards, one of the largest in Australia, 
occupying 350 acres. The cellars were inspected and the 
wines were sampled, and Mr. Bassett (the Manager) com- 
plimented on his vineyard, cellars, and wines. 



In the evening over a hundred ladies and gentlemen 
attended a dinner to the Mission in the Oddfellows' Hall. 
An excellent musical programme was provided, and several 
toasts were enthusiastically honoured. 

On the following morning the party left Roma by 
special train for Muckadilla, the site of a famous bore 
which is credited with rare curative properties, having cured 
cases of gout and rheumatism that had baffled the best 
springs of New Zealand. Its surface is 1,170 feet above 
the sea. The water comes from a depth of ^^62 feet at a 
temperature of 124 degrees, with a daily flow of 23,000 
gallons. After an excellent luncheon at the Muckadilla 
Hotel an inspection of the bore was made, the highly 
mineralised waters of which were fully sampled by the 
visitors. Much interest was evidenced in a native bear in 
the hotel garden, and also in a fine collection of Queensland 
birds kept by the proprietress of the hotel. 

In the afternoon the party proceeded, by train, another 
eight miles West, through Mr. Donald Fletcher's Eurella 
Station property of some 87,000 acres, which is mostly given 
up to sheepbreeding. 

They were back at Toowoomba next morning ; and then 
visited the Westbrook Reformatory, where the boys cheered 
them, and were addressed in a very kind and sympathetic 
spirit by Mr. Meadows Smith, to whom they presented a 
copy of the " Reformatory Gazette" adorned with flags of 
the Allies. They were also addressed by Mr. Huxham (the 
Home Secretary), who gave them a holiday. The visitors 
were loudly cheered on leaving. 

The whole party left Toowoomba at 12.30 p.m. on the 
30th September by mail train for Sydney, accompanied by 
the Home Secretary as Government Representative, arriving 



at Stanthorpe in the midst of a scene of keen enthusiasm, 
the great crowd excitedly waving flags and singing " The 
Marseillaise.'-' 

Before parting at Wallangarra, all the members of the 
Mission once more expressed to Mr. Huxham their very 
earnest appreciation of the generous kindness with which 
they had been treated by the Government and people of 
Queensland, and their sincere regret at the necessity of 
departing so soon. 

On Saturday, 28th September, while waiting at Too- 
woomba for the Western party, General Pau asked the 
Minister for Agriculture (Hon. W. Lennon) if it was at 
all possible again to see the Premier and Mrs. Ryan prior 
to the departure of the delegation from the State. Mr. 
Lennon at once advised the Premier, who, on Sunday, 
accompanied by Mrs. Ryan, arrived by the Sydney mail 
train. They were warmly greeted at the station by General 
Pau and Commandant d' Andre, who conducted them to the 
Club Hotel, where they dined as the guests of General Pau. 
Subsequently, General Pau, whose voice was affected by 
a cold, delegated Mr. Meadows Smith, the British Consul 
attached to the party, to propose the health of the Premier 
and Mrs. Ryan, and in an eloquent speech, he voiced the 
General's profound regret that the state of his health did 
not allow him, sincerely as he wished to do so, to express 
the personal pleasure which he had experienced at the great 
kindness of the Premier and Mrs. Ryan in undertaking so 
long a journey in order to give him the great gratification 
of their company on that day. 



Speaking personally on behalf of his colleagues, he 
asked leave from the Premier to assure Mrs. Ryan that the 
memory of the gracious hospitality which they had received 
at her hands on the " Lucinda," under such charming and 
even fairy-like circumstances, upon the calm and quiet 
Brisbane River, surrounded by a beautiful city, would 
remain indelibly impressed in the minds of the Mission 
as a red-letter day of their sojourn in Australia. The 
present visit added one more to the list of acts of kindly 
cordiality by which the Premier and Mrs. Ryan had placed 
the members of the Mission under a most pleasing obligation, 
and he was charged by General Pau not only to thank them 
for the kindness and courtesy which had prompted the 
present visit, but also for its having been so readily under- 
taken. The General himself was delighted to know that the 
Premier and Mrs. Ryan contemplated a visit to Europe in 
the not too distant future ; and he was empowered to say, 
on behalf of General Pau, that if they did not go to Paris 
" there would be trouble." 

In reply, the Premier said that he and his wife would 
have great pleasure in accepting the generous invitation thus 
gracefully and spontaneously offered by such distinguished 
guests of this State — guests whom Queensland delights to 
honour, illustrious citizens of that great and gallant French 
Republic now happily drawing rapidly towards the end of 
her tragic and terrible tribulation. The General and his 
compatriots were men who would command the esteem and 
affection of all who had the privilege of their acquaintance, 
and the magnetic qualities of the General's own strong 
personality had established an undying bond of friendship 
between him and the Queensland people. He had more than 
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THE PREMIER AND MRS. T. J. RYAN AS GENERAL PAU'S GUESTS AT TOOWOOMBA. 



an ordinary pleasure in the anticipation of that future day, 
perhaps not far off, when he would gratify the General's 
generous wish for all to meet once more on the sacred soil 
of that glorious country which is righting so magnificent a 
battle in the cause of human liberty. The visit of the 
Mission would be memorable in the annals of Queensland. 
They looked forward to a splendid future for France and 
her Allies in the happier days of that permanent peace 
which must succeed the dark and desolating years of war. 

The General presented Mrs. Ryan with a splendid 
bouquet of roses and other beautiful flowers, and accom- 
panied his guests to the Railway Station, where mutual 
adieus were waved as the train left the platform. 

^heir First and Last ^Messages to Queensland. 

Here is General Pairs first greeting to Queensland: — 

" In the name of France, whose representative I am 
here, I convey the respectful greeting and recognition of 
my country to the people of Queensland for the valuable 
and magnificent assistance that the sons of this State have 
given to France in the terrible war in which the destiny 
of the world is at stake. From the first day of the conflict 
the young Australians hastened in their tens of thousands 
to our European battlefields. France will never forget their 
magnificent sacrifice. 

" And when peace is come again, Australia's sons may 
say with pride — remembering their noble share in the most 
tremendous conflict in human history — ' I was there and 
took my share in the sufferings and the danger, and have 
therefore an equal right to my share in all the glory.' " 



*&o the <5%Cayor of {Brisbane. 

The Mayor of Brisbane (Alderman John McMaster) 
received the following letter from General Pau, written at 
Toowoomba : — 

" I do not want to wait any longer in conveying to 
yon the deep gratitude of the French Mission for the kind 
reception accorded to us by yourself and the population 
of Brisbane during our stay in your city, where we were 
surrounded by an atmosphere of sympathy which reached 
and warmed our hearts." 

" The speeches of yourself and other orators at the 
civic reception in the Albert Hall were an eloquent proof 
of how much France is admired and even loved by your 
country. 

" On behalf of the French Mission, be good enough to 
accept our most earnest thanks and kindly convey them to 
your brother aldermen and the people of Brisbane.'' 

t^Cessage to the 7-Ves5. 

Dr. Siegfried, the General Secretary, wrote to the 
Brisbane Press as follows : — 

" At the moment when the French Mission are leaving 
Queensland allow me on their behalf to express to you the 
sincere gratitude of all of us for the very kind reception 
in your beautiful State. 

" From first to last we were in an atmosphere of 
friendship we shall never forget. I want specially to thank 
you for the very charming manner in which you wrote of 
the Mission collectively and individually." 
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To the Pressmen at Toowoomba, General Pau said: — 

" I take from Queensland a most charming impression 
of the wealth of the State, the delightful climate, and the 
kindness of the people, and of the gracious feelings which 
have been shown to myself and other members of the 
Mission during our visit. Our one regret is that we have 
not been able to stay longer in this beautiful State, which 
has so many natural phenomena strange to people of the 
old world. We understand now why your soldiers want 
to come back here." 

Farewell ^Message to Premier. 

The Premier (Hon. T. J. Ryan) received the following 
wire from General Pau on Monday, 30th September, the day 
of leaving Toowoomba for Sydney: — 

" At the moment of leaving Queensland allow me, on 
behalf of the French Mission, to express to you our deepest 
gratitude for the reception given to us by the Government 
and people of Queensland during our too short stay in your 
State. 

" I personally very much appreciate the special honour 
of the visit of Mrs. Ryan and yourself to me at Toowoomba 
yesterday. 

" The memories of Queensland will remain perpetually 
fresh and green in our memories." 

Very sincere and enthusiastic were our French 
visitors in their appreciation of Queensland's characteristic 
hospitality; and their visit will do much to improve our 
friendship with the brave and generous Ally beside whose 
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gallant soldiers our own glorious lads have been fighting on 
French soil for the liberty of humanity. Our regret must 
be greater than that of the General and his companions at 
their not having sufficient time to visit the splendid North, 
for no man can estimate the magnificent resources of 
Queensland unless he has seen the North and West. But 
our French visitors were keen, alert, observant men who 
saw the limitless possibilities of Queensland — accepting what 
they had seen as a fair sample of the whole — and foresaw 
in future years a magnificent and ever-increasing reciprocal 
trade mutually profitable to France and Queensland. 

Our soldier boys return from the front with a grateful 
remembrance of the hospitality they received from the 
French people ; and to General Pau and his brother 
Commissioners, as representatives of the French nation, 
Queensland has returned some of that hospitality in 
grateful measure and with a generous spirit and patriotic 
enthusiasm in which each centre endeavoured to rival all 
others in the fervour and magnitude of the reception. 



Anthony James Cumming, Government Printer, Brisbane. 
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Queensland Statistics, 


1917. 


Area of Queensland .. .. 429,120,000 acres 


Population 


688,532 


Imports (oversea only) 


£4,492,746 


Exports (oversea only) 


£10,960,411 ' 


Number or cattle 


J,J 1 D, OOO 


Number of Sheep 


17,204,268 


Miles of Railways opened (Govt. 




and Private), 30th Sept., 1918 


5,672 


Miles of Lines under construction 


496 


Miles of Lines approved 


1,335 


Death Rate per 1 ,000 


9-63 


Birth Rate per 1 ,000 


29-05 


Healthy Climate. Magnificent Scenery. 


Liberal Land Laws. 
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